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LASTER, Vice Chancellor.

Defendant BankAltantic Bancorp, ,QF ³%DQFRUS´ is a bank holding company.
Bancorp holds 100% of the equity of BankAtlantic, a federal savings bank, which is
%DQFRUS¶V RQO\ VXEVWDQWLDO DVVHW. Bancorp has agreed to sell BankAltantic to BB&T
Corporation. As consideration, Bancorp will receive 100% of the equity of a newly
formed entity WKDW ZLOO RZQ %DQN$WODQWLF¶V ³FULWLFL]HG DVVHWV´ VXFK DV QRQ-performing
loans and foreclosed real estate. After the transaction, Bancorp no longer will own a
bank and no longer will be a federally regulated bank holding company. By the most
conservative measure, Bancorp will convey 85-90% of its assets, and the transaction will
FKDQJHIXQGDPHQWDOO\WKHQDWXUHRI%DQFRUS¶VEXVLQHVV
The plaintiffs sued to enforce debt covenants that prohibit Bancorp from selling
³DOORUVXEVWDQWLDOO\DOO´of its assets unless the acquirer assumes the debt. The evidence
at trial established that Bancorp is selling substantially all of its assets, and BB&T has not
agreed to assume the debt.

The ensuing event of default will result in the debt

accelerating. Bancorp cannot pay the accelerated debt. Because this eventuality will
inflict irreparable harm on the plaintiffs, I have entered contemporaneously an order
permanently enjoining Bancorp from consummating the sale.
I.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Trial was held on January 26, 27, and 30, 2012. My factual findings follow.
A.

Bancorp And Its TruPS
Bancorp is a Florida corporation headquartered in Fort Lauderdale. It was formed

in 1994 to serve as a holding company for BankAtlantic, which has existed since 1952.
BankAtlantic is a traditional commercial bank that accepts deposits and makes loans.
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%DQFRUS¶V stock trades publicly on the New York Stock Exchange under the
V\PERO ³%%;.´ %DQFRUS¶V &KDLUPDQ DQG &EO, Alan Levan, and its Vice Chairman,
John Abdo, own a majority of the voting shares of Bancorp¶V FRQWUROOLQJ VWRFNKROGHU
%)& &RUSRUDWLRQ ³%)&´   /HYDQ¶V VRQ Jarett Levan, serves as President of Bancorp
and CEO of BankAtlantic.1

Valerie Toalson serves as CFO for both Bancorp and

BankAtlantic.
Between 2002 and 2007, Bancorp raised approximately $285 million using a
structured finance product known as WUXVW SUHIHUUHG VHFXULWLHV ³7UX36´ . Many bank
holding companies found TruPS attractive because they seemingly combined the best
features of debt and equity: The bank holding company could deduct payments to
investors as interest expense yet treat the security as equity capital under then-applicable
banking regulations. To achieve this favorable duality, the bank holding company does
not issue TruPS directly. Rather, it forms a wholly owned trust subsidiary that issues
preferred equity securities²the TruPS²to investors. The trust subsidiary purchases as
its sole asset junior subordinated notes issued by the bank holding company, and the
terms of the TruPS mirror the terms of the junior subordinated notes. The bank holding
company makes payments of principal and interest on the notes, and the trust uses the
payments to redeem or pay dividends on the TruPS.

1

Because Alan Levan plays the principal role in the case, I refer to him as
³/HYDQ´,GLVWLQJXLVKWKHVRQE\XVLQJKLVfirst name or noting the filial relationship.
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Bancorp followed this recipe. In 2002 and 2003, Bancorp issued eleven series of
TruPS through trust subsidiaries denominated BBC Capital Trust II through XII.2 In
2007, Bancorp issued two additional series of TruPS through trust subsidiaries
denominated BBX Capital Trust 2007 I(a) and II(a). Each trust purchased an issuance of
subordinated notes from Bancorp. Each trust sold TruPS to investors with terms in the
declaration of trust that generally matched the terms of the indenture governing the
subordinated notes. Each series of notes will mature thirty years after issuance, can be
pre-paid approximately five years after issuance, and pays interest quarterly, although
interest can be deferred for up to twenty consecutive quarters. The notes purchased by
BBC Capital Trust II bear interest at a fixed annual rate of 8.5%, and its TruPS trade on
Nasdaq. The notes purchased by the other trusts bear interest at a floating rate indexed to
LIBOR. Their TruPS do not trade publicly, although there is a wafer-thin secondary
market.
Each trust is overseen by an institutional trustee. Plaintiff Wilmington Trust
Company is the trustee for and has sued on behalf of BBC Capital Trust II, BBC Capital
Trust XI, and BBX Capital Trust 2007 II(a). Plaintiff Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., is the
trustee for and has sued on behalf of BBC Capital Trust IX and BBC Capital Trust XII.
The remaining plaintiffs hold TruPS issued by and have sued on behalf of BBC Capital
Trust II, BBC Capital Trust V, BBC Capital Trust VI, BBC Capital Trust IX, BBC

2

The inaugural BBC Capital Trust I was formed and issued TruPS in 1997. Its
TruPS were redeemed in 2002 ZLWK D SRUWLRQ RI WKH SURFHHGV IURP WKDW \HDU¶V 7UX36
issuances.
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Capital Trust XII, and BBX Capital Trust 2007 I(a).3 I refer to the wholly owned trust
subsidiaries as WKH³7UXVWV.´ I refer to the notes they SXUFKDVHGDVWKH³Debt Securities´
and the indentures governing the Debt Securities DVWKH³,QGHQWXUHV´
Technically, this decision only addresses the rights of the eight Trusts named in
WKH FDVH  )RU VLPSOLFLW\ , IROORZ WKH SDUWLHV¶ OHDG DQG take into account all of the
outstanding Debt Securities when providing financial figures such as the amount of
principal and interest due. To avoid burdening the reader with seriatim descriptions of
eight substantively identical Indentures, I again follow WKH SDUWLHV¶ lead and discuss a
single representative Indenture. The pertinent provisions from all of the Indentures
appear in Appendix A.
The Indenture for BBC Capital Trust IX, like all the Indentures, generally
prohibits Bancorp from transferring all or substantially all of its assets. Section 3.07
provides that Bancorp
will not, while any of the Debt Securities remain
outstanding, . . . sell or convey all or substantially all of its

3

A subset of the non-trustee plaintiffs named as defendants BBC Capital Trust II,
BBC Capital Trust IX, and BBC Capital Trust XII, and sought orders compelling the
trustees of those Trusts to enforce the Indentures. Because Wilmington Trust and Wells
Fargo have intervened as the trustees for those trusts and seek the same remedy as the
non-trustee plaintiffs, any dispute over the non-WUXVWHHSODLQWLIIV¶VWDQGLQJWRVXHLVPRRW
Another subset of the non-trustee plaintiffs sued to enforce the rights of BBX Capital
Trust 2007 I(a) on the grounds that they own a majority of its TruPS and the trustee
consented to the suit. A third subset of non-trustee plaintiffs sued to enforce the rights of
BBC Capital Trust V and BBC Capital Trust VI on the grounds that they own 100% of
the TruPS and the trustee failed to respond to their demand to sue. The defendants have
not objected to the non-trustee plaintiffs suing on behalf of BBX Capital Trust 2007 I(a),
BBC Capital Trust V, and BBC Capital Trust VI.
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property to any other Person unless the provisions of Article
XI hereof are complied with.
JX 14 at 21. Section 11.01 qualifies the general prohibition as follows:
Nothing contained in this Indenture or in the Debt
Securities . . . shall prevent any sale, conveyance, transfer or
other disposition of the property or capital stock of the
Company or its successor or successors as an entirety, or
substantially as an entirety, to any other Person (whether or
not affiliated with the Company, or its successor or
successors) authorized to acquire and operate the same;
provided, however, that the Company hereby covenants and
agrees that, upon any such . . . sale, conveyance, transfer or
other disposition, the due and punctual payment of all
payments due on all of the Debt Securities in accordance with
their terms, according to their tenor, and the due and punctual
performance and observance of all the covenants and
conditions of this Indenture to be kept or performed by the
Company, shall be expressly assumed by supplemental
indenture reasonably satisfactory in form to the Trustee
executed and delivered to the Trustee by . . . the entity which
shall have acquired such property or capital stock.
JX 14 at 48-49. I refer to the obligations imposed by Sections 3.07 and 11.01 as the
³6XFFHVVRU2EOLJRUProvision´
Failing to comply with the Successor Obligor Provision constitutes DQ ³(YHQW RI
Default´ under the Indenture. Section 5.01 states:
The following eventV VKDOO EH ³(YHQWV RI 'HIDXOW´ ZLWK
respect to Debt Securities:
«
(c) the Company defaults in the performance of, or breaches,
any of its covenants or agreements in Sections 3.06, 3.07,
3.08 or 3.09 of this Indenture (other than a covenant or
agreement a default in whose performance or whose breach is
elsewhere in this Section specifically dealt with), and
continuance of such default or breach for a period of 90 days
after there has been given, by registered or certified mail, to
5

the Company by the Trustee or to the Company and the
Trustee by the holders of not less than 25% in aggregate
principal amount of the outstanding Debt Securities, a written
notice specifying such default or breach and requiring it to be
UHPHGLHGDQGVWDWLQJWKDWVXFKQRWLFHLVD³1RWLFHRI'HIDXOW´
hereunder . . . .
JX 14 at 24-25.
The trustee has a range of remedies available following an Event of Default.
Under Section 5.01, the trustee can accelerate the debt and GHFODUH WKDW %DQFRUS¶V
obligations are immediately due and payable:
If an Event of Default occurs and is continuing with respect to
the Debt Securities, then, and in each and every such case, . . .
either the Trustee or the holders of not less than 25% in
aggregate principal amount of the Debt Securities then
outstanding hereunder . . . may declare the entire principal of
the Debt Securities and the interest accrued, but unpaid,
thereon, if any, to be due and payable immediately; and upon
any such declaration the same shall become immediately due
and payable.
JX 14 at 25. Wilmington Trust has represented that it will accelerate the debt if there is
an Event of Default and believes that every trustee would do so.
In addition to acceleration, the trustee can seek legal and equitable remedies under
Section 5.05 of the Indenture, including a decree of specific performance:
In case of an Event of Default hereunder the Trustee may in
its discretion proceed to protect and enforce the rights vested
in it by this Indenture by such appropriate judicial
proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual to
protect and enforce any of such rights, either by suit in equity
or by action at law or by proceeding in bankruptcy or
otherwise, whether for the specific enforcement of any
covenant or agreement contained in this Indenture or in aid of
the exercise of any power granted in this Indenture, or to
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enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the Trustee
by this Indenture or by law.
JX 14 at 28. In this case, the plaintiffs seek either a decree of specific performance
mandating that Bancorp comply with the Successor Obligor Provision or the functionally
equivalent remedy of a permanent injunction against the sale of BankAtlantic to BB&T.
B.

Bancorp¶V Dependence On BankAtlantic
In 2002 and 2003, when the bulk of the TruPS were issued, Bancorp described

itself in its annual reports on Form 10-K as D ³GLYHUVLILHG ILQDQFLDO VHUYLFHV KROGLQJ
company.´ JX 2 at 2; JX 17 at 2. At the time, in addition to BankAtlantic, Bancorp
owned Levitt Corporation, a real estate company, and Ryan Beck & Co., Inc., an
investment bank with approximately forty offices nationwide.

Through these

VXEVLGLDULHV %DQFRUS ³SURYLGH>G@ a full line of products and services encompassing
consumer and commercial banking, real estate development, and brokerage and
LQYHVWPHQWEDQNLQJ´JX 17 at 2. Bancorp spun off Levitt Corporation in 2003 and sold
Ryan Beck & Co., Inc. to Stifel Financial Corporation in 2007.
Even when it held other businesses, %DQFRUS¶V ILQDQFLDO KHDOWK depended on
BankAtlantic, its principal asset. In 2002, Bancorp disclosed that about 69% of its
consolidated revenues FDPH IURP %DQN$WODQWLF ZKLFK SURYLGHG %DQFRUS¶V ³Srincipal
soXUFHRIOLTXLGLW\´-;DW; JX 1 at S-4. Bancorp further explained that its ability
to repay approximately $246.2 million in debt, the bulk comprising subordinated notes
underlying the TruPS, was ³ODUJHO\ GHSHQGHQW RQ %DQN$WODQWLF¶V DELOLW\ WR SD\
GLYLGHQGV´WR%DQFRUSJX 17 at 14.
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From 2002 to 2007, Bancorp¶s corporate strategy revolved around growing
BankAtlantic.

In 2002, Bancorp sought to increase %DQN$WODQWLF¶V FRUH GHSRVLWV

(generally demand deposit accounts, negotiable order of withdrawal (NOW) checking
accounts, and savings accounts) by marketing BankAtlantic as ³)ORULGD¶V 0RVW
&RQYHQLHQW%DQN´ Bancorp spent upwards of $100 million on the campaign and created
a highly valuable brand.

%DQN$WODQWLF¶V core deposits increased from approximately

$600 million at the end of 2001 to $2.8 billion at the end of 2010.
Since 2007, Bancorp has described itself in its public filings as a ³unitary savings
bank holding company´ ZKRVH ³SULQFLSDO DVVHW´ LV LWV LQYHVWPHQW LQ %DQN$tlantic. JX
154 at 8. Bancorp currently has few assets and no meaningful operations other than
BankAtlantic. Bancorp¶V only other business is a workout subsidiary formed in 2008 to
move non-performing loans off %DQN$WODQWLF¶VEDODQFHVKHHWAs of December 31, 2010,
BankAtlantic had 1,202 full-time employees; Bancorp employed eight. During the first
nine months of 2011, BankAtlantic generated $110 million in interest income; Bancorp
generated $196,000.
C.

Bancorp Suffers From The Downturn In The Florida Real Estate Market.
%DQN$WODQWLF¶V ORDQ SRUWIROLR LV FRQFHQWUDWHG LQ the Florida real estate market.

Since 2007, BankAtlantic¶V UHVXOWV KDYH VXIIHUHG ZLWK WKDW PDUNHW  In 2008, 2009, and
2010, Bancorp reported losses of $202.6 million, $185.8 million, and $145.5 million,
respectively. BankAtlantic has not paid dividends to Bancorp since 2008, and Bancorp
does not expect to receive dividends in the foreseeable future. Over the same period,
%DQFRUS¶VVWRFNSULFHGHFOLQHGIURPDWWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWRDORZRI $1.39
8

in March 2009. On October 31, 2011, the day before the sale to BB&T was announced,
%DQFRUS¶VVWRFNclosed at $2.37.
In the first quarter of 2009, Bancorp began deferring interest payments on the Debt
Securities, forcing the Trusts to defer dividend payments on the TruPS. As of December
31, 2010, Bancorp owed $322 million on the Debt Securities, including $28.2 million in
deferred interest. Assuming flat interest rates and the continuing deferral of interest
payments, Bancorp estimates that it will owe $367.8 million, including $74 million in
deferred interest, by December 31, 2013. Bancorp would be obligated to bring the
interest portion current in the first half of 2014.
D.

Bancorp Tries To Raise Capital.
In 2009, with losses mounting, Bancorp realized that it needed to raise capital.

Management hired an investment bank and went on a road show to raise $75 million. No
one was interested. Investors feared that Bancorp would not be able to put new money to
work; instead it would hold the funds to meet capital requirements or use them to pay
down debt.
After failing to find new investors, Bancorp turned to its existing stockholders. In
September 2009, Bancorp sought $100 million in a rights offering but raised only $75
million. In July 2010, Bancorp sought another $25 million in a rights offering but raised
only $20 million. In June 2011, Bancorp sought another $30 million in a rights offering
but raised just $11 million.
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E.

Bancorp Tries To Sell Its Tampa Branches And Deposits.
With its capital-raising strategy played out, Bancorp began selling assets. In 2010,

BankAtlantic offered to sell its Tampa branches and approximately $350 million in
deposits.

Ten parties signed nondisclosure agreements, and four completed due

diligence.

Bancorp received two bids offering deposit premiums of 2% and 4%.

Bancorp rejected the offers as inadequate.
The concept of a ³GHSRVLWSUHPLXP´UHIOHFWVWKHXQLTXHUROHWKDWGHSRVLWVSOD\LQD
bank. Technically, deposits are liabilities, and customers can withdraw them at any time.
Before the advent of federal deposit insurance, banks faced a real risk of a run like the
one dramatized in )UDQN&DSUD¶VILOP³,W¶VD :RQGHUIXO/LIH´But in a world with
federal deposit insurance and where transferring an account to a new institution carries
exit fees and forces the customer to re-establish a host of convenient features (such as
direct deposit, automatic payments, and electronic bill-pay), deposits are sticky. As a
practical matter, core deposits provide banks with stable, low-cost financing. As such,
core deposits contribute significantly to bank profitability by lessening or eliminating the
need for higher-cost financing and enabling banks to earn a wider spread when making
longer-term, higher-interest-rate investments, such as real estate loans.

Banks also

generate fee income from deposit accounts and can leverage their customer relationships
to sell other products. Federal regulators view core deposits favorably and believe that
³JHQHUDOO\EDQNV¶LQFUHDVLQJUHOLDQFHRQFRUHGHSRVLWVUHGXFHVWKHFKDQFHRIIDLOXUHDQG
UHGXFHV WKH >'HSRVLW ,QVXUDQFH )XQG¶V@ ORVVHV ZKHQ EDQNV GR IDLO´  Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, Study on Core Deposits and Brokered Deposits 3 (July 8, 2011),
10

available at http://www.fdic.gov/regulations/reform/coredeposit-study.pdf (last visited
February 27, 2012). For all of these reasons, banks willingly pay a premium for deposits,
typically structured by having the acquiring institution assume a larger quantum of
deposits than the assets transferred.
As of December 31, 2010, BankAtlantic held approximately $2.8 billion in core
deposits. Bancorp had invested significantly to build that deposit base. Levan testified
%DQN$WODQWLF¶V³deposit base is recognized not only in Florida but nationally as being one
RIWKHEHVWGHSRVLWEDVHV´7U
F.

Bancorp Tries To Sell Itself.
Several of the potential bidders in the Tampa process expressed interest in a

whole-company acquisition. Encouraged by the overtures, Bancorp embarked on a sale
process in fall 2010. Bancorp entered into nondisclosure agreements with at least fifteen
parties and had serious discussions with at least four.
Throughout the sale process, one item of concern for all potential bidders was a
securities class action pending in the United States District Court for the Southern
District of Florida WKH³)ORULGD6HFXULWLHV$FWLRQ´ . The plaintiffs in that action alleged
that Bancorp and certain of its officers made false and misleading statements about
%DQN$WODQWLF¶V ORDQ SRUWIROLR DQG related loss allowances. After the Florida Securities
Action was filed, the SEC opened an investigation into the same issues. The SEC later
filed a complaint seeking to impose fines on Levan and Bancorp and bar Levan from
serving as an officer or director of a public company.
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Bancorp management was and remains convinced that the claims advanced by the
securities plaintiffs and the SEC are ³ERJXV.´ Tr. 758. Management expressed this view
to bidders and assured them that the litigation posed no risk. Despite PDQDJHPHQW¶V
confidence, in August 2010, the District Court issued a lengthy opinion which, among
other rulings, held that Levan made objectively false statements to investors regarding
%DQN$WODQWLF¶V ORDQ SRUWIROLR and granted partial summary judgment in favor of the
plaintiffs. See In re BankAtlantic Bancorp, Inc. Sec. Litig., 2010 WL 6397500, at *26-31
(S.D. Fla. Aug. 18, 2010), recons. denied, 2010 WL 6352664 (S.D. Fla. Sept. 9, 2010).
During trial in this case, Bancorp¶V witnesses and its counsel vigorously disputed that
ruling. I simply note its occurrence.
With trial in the Florida Securities Action set to begin in October 2010, three of
the four remaining bidders declined to submit indications of interest. The fourth bidder
³%LGGHU´ H[SUHVVHGLQWHUHVWLQSXUFKDVLQJ%DQFRUSIRUPLOOLRQ
On November 18, 2010, the jury in the Florida Securities Action returned a verdict
against Bancorp. $W WKDW SRLQW ³KDYLQJ GLIILFXOW\ JHWWLQJ D KDQGOH RQ WKH OLWLJDWLRQ´
Bidder 1 indicated that it would reduce its bid to the $50 million range. JX 94 at 11. On
November 30, Bidder 1 sent Bancorp a non-binding indication of interest in a transaction
at approximately $50 million, representing $.80 per common share WKH³Bid /HWWHU´ .
At trial in this action, Levan dHULGHGWKH%LG/HWWHUDV³DEHGEXJOHWWHU´ that was
³not a serious overture.´ Tr. 761, 841. According to him,
Bidder 1 threw out a number, and then about a week later or
two weeks later reduced that number in half. Then they
reduced it again. Then they increased it a little bit. And we
12

ILQDOO\ MXVW JRW IUXVWUDWHG DQG VDLG ³7KLV LV QRW JRLQJ
DQ\ZKHUH´DQGZHWerminated that process.
Tr. 756. In presentations to the Bancorp board, Levan described the letter in similar
terms and concluded that Bidder 1 ³no longer had DQ\LQWHQWLRQWREX\´7UHe did
not provide the directors with an actual copy of the letter. According to the minutes of a
board meeting on December 1, 2010, Levan
summarized the provisions in the letter including the
reduction of the price to 80¢ per share and noted that it
remained subject to substantial additional due diligence, the
elimination of pre-closing capital from the [Bid Letter] and
the absence of severance provisions . . . . It was noted that
due to the content of the [Bid Letter] it did not seem realistic
to continue discussions relating to a transaction. Chairman
Levan believed that it was time to bring this ongoing process
to closure.
JX 94 at 13.
Nothing on the face of the Bid Letter or otherwise in the record indicates that
Bidder 1 was not serious. To the contrary, Bidder 1 is a well-known national financial
institution with over $100 billion in assets. The Bid Letter was in customary form. It
represented that Bidder 1 had never failed to execute on an announced transaction, and no
one has suggested that its claim was incorrect. The due diligence requests that Levan
found so troubling asked for additional information about the Florida Securities Action,
the SEC investigation, and other ongoing litigation, including easily obtainable materials
such as the trial transcripts. Given the risks facing BankAtlantic, the recent adverse jury
verdict, and the sharp contrast between the verdict and PDQDJHPHQW¶V ORQJ-standing
bullishness on the litigation, these were reasonable requests.
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Moreover, contrary to /HYDQ¶V representation to the board, the Bid Letter
contemplated that Bidder 1 would contribute interim capital to Bancorp, and Bidder 1
PDGH FOHDU WKDW LW ³DQWLFLSDWH>G@ that any such capital infusion by [Bidder 1] would be
infused between signing and closing of the merger transactiRQ´-;DW-3. Also
contrary to what Levan told the board, the Bid Letter addressed severance and
FRQWHPSODWHG³DVHYHUDQFHSDFNDJHFRQVLVWHQWZLWKWKHWHUPVDQGFRQGLWLRQVRI>%LGGHU
¶V@RZQVHYHUDQFHSODQV ZKLFKUHFRJQL]HFUHGLWIRU\HDUV RIVHUYLFH ´-;DW
Quite reasonably, Bidder 1 only contemplated paying severance to those executives who
did not continue their employment, i.e., those actually severed. Id. Levan, by contrast,
demanded that the full executive team receive severance and bonuses ³regardless of
employment´  JX 94 at 3 (minutes of November 13, 2010 board meeting). During a
November 15, 2010 meeting, Levan took the position WKDW ³PDQDJHPHQW VKRXOG EH
compensated [with severance] whether they are UHWDLQHG RU QRW´ HYHQ after Bidder 1
made clear that LW ZRXOG ³reduce the [transaction] price by that difference if [the
additional severance] LV SDLG´  Id. at 5-6. At a November 23, 2010 meeting, Levan
advised the board in his capacity as a principal of BFC, the controlling stockholder of
Bancorp, that he might consider moving forward at a $115-125 million price, but
otherwise he would recommend that BFC veto any transaction.

Id. at 11.

Levan

regarded a $50-60 million purchase price as inadequate IRU%DQFRUS¶VHTXLW\.
'XULQJ WKH 'HFHPEHU  PHHWLQJ EDVHG RQ/HYDQ¶V GHVFULSWLRQ RI WKH %LG /HWWHU
DQG KLV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI %LGGHU ¶V VHULRXVQHVV WKH ERDUG agreed to terminate
negotiations with Bidder 1.
14

G.

BankAtlantic Sells The Tampa Branches And Deposits.
Shortly after Bancorp terminated the whole-company sale process, PNC Bank

contacted Bancorp about SXUFKDVLQJ %DQN$WODQWLF¶V Tampa branches and deposits.
Levan described his response:
I was pretty frustrated and pretty disgusted. And I, in a²in a
moment of probably part stupidity, SDUWHJR,VDLG³:HOO,¶ll
sell it to you at SHUFHQWSUHPLXP´ And nobody had gotten
a 10 percent premium in this country for deposits in four
years, and our other two bids were 2 percent and 4 percent.
Tr. 766. PNC accepted, and on January 28, 2011, Bancorp agreed to sell nineteen
branches and $350 million in deposits to PNC. On a book value basis, BankAtlantic
transferred approximately $35 million less in cash than the book value of the transferred
deposits, generating the 10% premium.
H.

Levan Devises A New Sale Structure.
The sale of the Tampa branches and deposits temporarily buoyed %DQFRUS¶V

financial results, but not enough to satisfy bank regulators. On February 23, 2011, the
Office of Thrift Supervision4 required that Bancorp and BankAtlantic enter into Cease
and Desist Orders in light of their losses over the past three years, their inadequate capital
relative to their risk profile, and BankAtlantic¶V high levels of classified assets (discussed
in greater detail below). Among other things, the Cease and Desist Orders prevented
BankAtlantic from paying dividends or transferring any assets to Bancorp without

4

The regulatory scene has since changed. Bancorp is now regulated by the
Federal Reserve. BankAtlantic is now regulated by the Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.
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regulatory approval.

BankAtlantic was required to increase its capital, meet higher

capital ratios than other thrifts, and stop originating commercial real estate loans.
The implicit message of the Cease and Desist Orders seems clear: regulators
wanted BankAtlantic to become part of a stronger, better-capitalized franchise. For
Levan, however, selling was not attractive.

He had just completed a process that

generated a single offer of $50 million, which he told his board BFC would block as
inadequate. Despite having advised his fellow directors that the offer was ³not serious,´
/HYDQ¶VLQWXLWLRQWROGKLPLWZDVSUHWW\FORVHWRPDUNHW$V/HYDQH[SODLQHGDWWULDO³[i]n
the best of times you get the two times book value but, clearly, we were not in the best of
times, nor were we WKHEHVWFDQGLGDWH´Tr. 791. A book value metric suggested a sale
price of $7-14 million. As an alternative measure, Levan understood that historically
buyers would pay up to a 30% premium to market. In the second quarter of 2011,
%DQFRUS¶VWUDGLQJSrice implied a range of $45-79 million. At the time, Levan thought
Bancorp realistically could expect $14-48 million for the whole company. Tr. 792-97.
In July 2011, inspired by the deposit premium he had obtained in the Tampa
branch transaction, Levan devised a new structure. Bancorp would sell BankAtlantic as a
³FOHDQ´ IUDQFKLVH ZLWKRXW any criticized assets and without the Debt Securities.

In

/HYDQ¶VZRUGVWKHSLWFKZRXOGEH³'HSRVLWVDQGSHUIRUPLQJOoans only. No Trups. No
FODVVLILHGV1RQRQSHUIRUPLQJ´JX 119. As sold, BankAltantic ZRXOGEHLQ³SULVWLQH
condition.´ JX 121. Bancorp would keep and manage the remaining assets through an
entity FDOOHG³Retained Assets LLC´In essence, Levan was proposing a ³JRRGEDQNEDG
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EDQN´ structure, a standard technique used by regulators when resolving troubled banks
and thrifts.5
After Levan decided on this route, Bancorp engaged two financial advisors,
6DQGOHU 2¶1HLOO  3DUWQHUV DQG &DQWRU )LW]JHUDOG  &R, to contact potential bidders.
The ³SLWFK ERRN´ RXWOLQLQJ WKH WUDQVDFWLRQ stated that Bancorp ZDV ³SXUVXLQJ WKH
monetization of it¶s [sic] FRUHEDQNLQJIUDQFKLVH´and that ³H[LVWLQJFULWLFL]HGDVVHWVZLOO
QRWEHLQFOXGHGLQWKHVDOH´ JX 139 at 5. The pitch book advised potential bidders that
Bancorp ³ZLOORQO\FRQVLGHUDWUDQVDFWLRQZLWKDQµHIIHFWLYHGHSRVLWSUHPLXP¶LQH[FHVV
RI´Id. at 7. As the pitch book explained, the deposit premium would not be paid
in cash, but rather would be conveyed through the exclusion from the sale of criticized
assets with a book value of approximately $600 million WKH ³5HWDLQHG $VVHWV´   $W
closing, BankAtlantic would transfer the Retained Assets to Retained Assets LLC, and
³5HWDLQHG $VVHWV //& ZLOO EH GLVWULEXWHG WR %DQFRUS VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ ZLWK WKH %X\HU¶V
SXUFKDVH RI  RI %DQN VWRFN IURP %DQFRUS´  Id. at 6.

As of that instant,

BankAtlantic would have approximately $3.4 billion in liabilities and $3.1 billion in
assets. By purchasing the stock of BankAtlantic, the acquirer would receive an entity

5

,QWHUHVWHGUHDGHUVFDQILQGH[WHQVLYHFRPPHQWDU\RQWKH³JRRGEDQNEDGEDQN´
concept. See, e.g., James B. Thomson, Cleaning Up the Refuse From a Financial Crisis:
The Case for a Resolution Management Corporation, 10 Fla. St. U. Bus. Rev. 1, 3-12
(2011); Douglas Faucette et al., Good Bank/Bad Bank, 126 Banking L.J. 291, 292 (2009);
Thomas H. Stanton, The Failure of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and the Future of
Government Support for the Housing Finance System-/ 3RO¶\  
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with approximately $300 million more in liabilities than assets, resulting in an effective
premium of 10%. Id. at 7.
The pitch book accurately described the Retained Assets as the consideration for
the sale. Levan likewise GHVFULEHGWKH³FODVVLILHGORDQVWR%DQFRUS´DVWKH³[p]urchase
SULFHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ´SDLGE\the acquirer. JX 120. He explained that WKH³ZLQQLQJELGGHU
would be the one that allows the most assets to be retained by [Retained Assets LLC].´
JX 124.
%HJLQQLQJ LQ 6HSWHPEHU  6DQGOHU 2¶1HLOO DQG Cantor Fitzgerald contacted
twenty-four companies. Nine expressed interest and executed nondisclosure agreements.
Three others expressed interest but said they were preoccupied and could not consider a
transaction for two or three months. One of the three was Bidder 1. Bancorp did not
adjust its timeline to allow any of the three to participate. Bancorp also signaled its
unwillingness to consider alternative structures, such as a whole-company sale or a
transaction in which the acquirer would assume the Debt Securities.6 At least two

6

See, e.g., JX 119 at 2 RXWOLQLQJVWUXFWXUHDQGQRWLQJWKDW³LWPD\WDNHDZKLOH´WR
FORVH D GHDO EXW WKDW %DQFRUS ³PLJKW DV ZHOO VHW IRUWK WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ DQG ZDLW IRU
someone to hit WKHELG´ -;at 7 VDOHSURFHVVVXPPDU\VWDWLQJWKDW%DQFRUS³ZLOO
only FRQVLGHU D WUDQVDFWLRQ ZLWK DQ µHIIHFWLYH GHSRVLW SUHPLXP¶ LQ H[FHVV RI ´
(emphasis added)-; ³%DQFRUSLQVWUXFWHGLWVLQYHVWPHQWEDQNHUVWRDGYLVHELGGHUV
that a bid which did not include at least the amount of the required purchase premium for
BankAtlantic and provisions for the distribution to Bancorp of all criticized and other
LGHQWLILHG DVVHWV ZRXOG QRW EH FRQVLGHUHG´  7U - 6DQGOHU 2¶1HLOO OHDG EDQNHU
testifying that Bancorp never offered another structure and consistently took the position
that it would not consider any offer with a deposit premium under 10%).
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potential bidders could have benefited from the TruPS, but Bancorp only was interested
in a ³JRRGEDQNEDGEDQN´transaction.
I.

The Sale To BB&T
Only BB&T met %DQFRUS¶V demand for a 10% deposit premium. On September

30, 2011, BB&T submitted an indication of interest on that basis. JX 155. On November
1, 2011, BB&T and Bancorp entered into a definitive stock purchase agreement (the
³6WRFN3XUFKDVH$JUHHPHQW´RU³63$´ . Bancorp and BB&T never explored any other
structures that might have involved assuming the Debt Securities.
Pursuant to the Stock Purchase Agreement, BB&T will acquire all of
BankAtlantic¶V VWRFN

WKH ³6DOH 7UDQVDFWLRQ´ .

At closing, during the mystical

singularity of the effective time, BankAtlantic will first transfer assets with a book value
of $623.6 million to Retained Assets LLC, then distribute the membership interests in
Retained Assets LLC to Bancorp. At that point, Bancorp will transfer the stock of
BankAtlantic to BB&T. See SPA § 2.3; see also Tr. 173, 460-461. As the defendants
FRQFHGH³>W@KHRZQHUVKLSRIRetained Assets LLC cannot be divested by BankAtlantic
nor owned directly by [Bancorp] until regulatory approval of the Sale Transaction is
REWDLQHG´%DQFRUS¶V Post-Trial Br. ³%37%´ 1 n.2. Regulators only will approve the
transfer of the Retained Assets from BankAtlantic to Bancorp because BB&T has agreed
to recapitalize BankAtlantic to fill the resulting capital hole. See SPA § 5.10.
Through the Sale Transaction, BB&T will gain sole ownership of an entity with
approximately $3.4 billion of liabilities and approximately $3.1 billion of assets. The
liabilities consist almost entirely of deposits. The assets include approximately $2.1
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billion in performing loans, %DQN$WODQWLF¶V network of 78 branches, and %DQFRUS¶V
180,000 square foot corporate headquarters building. Post-closing, Bancorp will rent up
to 20,000 square feet of office space in its former headquarters from BB&T. Through
BankAtlantic, BB&T will own 400,000 customer deposit relationships and all rights to
BankAtlantic intellectual property, including the slogan ³)ORULGD¶V 0RVW &RQYHQLHQW
Bank.´ $OPRVWRI%DQN$WODQWLF¶VIXOOWLPHHPSOR\HHVZLOOMRLQ%% 7 or be
severed. Confirming that Bancorp will not be continuing in the traditional banking
business, Levan and several other Bancorp executive officers will enter into three-year
non-competition agreements prohibiting them from engaging in bank depository
activities.
BB&T will not pay Bancorp any cash for BankAtlantic. Rather, the consideration
will take the form of the Retained Assets. These consist largely of ³FULWLFL]HG DVVHWV´
meaning those assets that BankAtlantic has categorized as having enhanced credit risk
based on regulatory guidelines. The Retained Assets LQFOXGHDOORI%DQN$WODQWLF¶VORDQV
JUDGHG³6SHFLDO0HQWLRQ´GHILQHGE\%DQFRUSDVORDQVWKDWKDYH³SRWHQWLDOZHDNQHVVHV
>ZKLFK@PD\UHVXOWLQGHWHULRUDWLRQRIWKHUHSD\PHQWSURVSHFWVIRUWKHDVVHW´DQG³GHVHUve
PDQDJHPHQW¶VFORVHDWWHQWLRQ´but ³GRQRWH[SRVHWKHEDQNWRVXIILFLHQWULVNWRZDUUDQW
DGYHUVHFODVVLILFDWLRQ´ JX 136 at 10. The Retained Assets also include %DQN$WODQWLF¶V
³FODVVLILHG´DVVHWVVXFKDVall RI%DQN$WODQWLF¶VORDQVDQGWD[certificates that were either
³QRQ-SHUIRUPLQJ´ RU SHUIRUPLQJ EXW JUDGHG DV ³VXEVWDQGDUG´  $FFRUGLQJ WR %DQFRUS
³VXEVWDQGDUG´ORDQVDUH³LQDGHTXDWHO\SURWHFWHG´KDYH³ZHDNQHVVHVWKDWMHRSDUGL]HWKH
OLTXLGDWLRQ RI WKH GHEW´ DQG ³DUH FKDUDFWHUL]HG E\ WKH GLVWLQFW SRVVLELOLW\ WKDW WKH EDQN
20

will sustain ORVVLIWKHGHILFLHQFLHVDUHQRWFRUUHFWHG´Id. at 9. The Retained Assets also
include all other BankAtlantic-owned real estate, i.e., foreclosed properties.
Retained Assets LLC will have liabilities of $16.7 million and assets with a net
book value of $623.6 million. As of September 30, 2011, the Retained Assets consisted
RI³approximately $271.3 million of performing loans, $315.2 million of non-performing
loans, of which $96.5 million were paying as agreed, $18.7 million in tax certificates,
$83.4 million of real estate owned, and reserves related to these assets totaling $81.9
million.´JX 205 at Ex. 99.1 at 1. %DQFRUSH[SHFWVWR³HDUQDERXWPLOOLRQD\HDURQ
LQWHUHVW´from the Retained Assets. Tr. 62; JX 178. By contrast, BankAtlantic generated
$110 million in interest income during the first nine months of 2011. Toalson projects
annual post-transaction expenses for Bancorp, including interest on the Debt Securities,
of nearly $30 million per year.
J.

The Reaction To The Sale Transaction
Bancorp announced the Sale Transaction on November 1, 2011. Its common stock

closed that day at $5.00 per share, an increase of 111% over thHSULRUGD\¶VFORVLQJSULFH
Under the Stock Purchase Agreement, Bancorp agreed to bring current the $39 million in
deferred interest owed on the Debt Securities. SPA § 5.18. Not surprisingly, the market
price of the TruPS issued by BBC Capital Trust II, the only publicly traded series,
increased significantly as well, rising by 99.5% from $11.00 to $21.95. After deducting
the anticipated payment of $6.51 in deferred interest per share, the TruPS still traded at
only 62% of par value.
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Despite the market reaction, many TruPS holders were not happy with the deal.
On November 22, 2011, Wilmington Trust issued notices of default as Indenture Trustee
for BBC Capital Trust II, BBC Capital Trust XI, and BBX Capital Trust 2007 II(a). On
November 28, 2011, the non-trustee plaintiffs filed this litigation. On January 6, 2012,
Wells Fargo issued notices of default for BBC Capital Trust IX and BBC Capital Trust
XII. Both Wilmington Trust and Wells Fargo intervened as additional plaintiffs.
II.

LEGAL ANALYSIS

This case poses two questions:

whether the Sale Transaction violates the

Successor Obligor Provision, and if so, what is the appropriate remedy. Because of my
answers to these questions, I do not reach other issues that the parties have presented,
such as the plaintiffs¶ claim for breach of the implied covenant of good faith and fair
dealing or the WUXVWHHV¶ proposed alternative forms of relief.
A.

The Successor Obligor Provision
Whether the Sale Transaction complies with the Successor Obligor Provision

presents a question of contract law. Seven of the Indentures select New York law to
govern their terms. The eighth selects Florida law. The parties have not identified any
material difference between New York and Florida law. Because New York law is far
more developed, I rely on authorities applying New York law to analyze the case.
1.

The Interpretation Of A Successor Obligor Provision

³6XFFHVVRU REOLJRU SURYLVLRQV LQ ERQG LQGHQWXUHV FRQVLVW RI PDUNHW-facilitating
ERLOHUSODWHODQJXDJH´ Bank of N.Y. Mellon Trust Co. v. Liberty Media Corp., 29 A.3d
225, 241 (Del. 2011) (applying New York law). Boilerplate terms in indentures are ³QRW
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the consequence of the relationship of particular borrowers and lenders and do not
GHSHQGXSRQSDUWLFXODUL]HGLQWHQWLRQVRIWKHSDUWLHVWRDQLQGHQWXUH´Sharon Steel Corp.
v. Chase Manhattan Bank, N.A., 691 F.2d 1039, 1048 (2d Cir. 1982). ³7KHUHIRre, in
interpreting boilerplate indenture provisions, courts will not look to the intent of the
SDUWLHVEXWUDWKHUWKHDFFHSWHGFRPPRQSXUSRVHRIVXFKSURYLVLRQV´ Liberty Media, 29
A.3d at 241 (internal quotation omitted). ³Courts strive to give indenture provisions a
consistent and uniform meaning because uniformity in interpretation is important to the
efficiency of capital markets.´  Concord Real Estate CDO 2006-1, Ltd. v. Bank of Am.
N.A., 996 A.2d 324, 331 (Del. Ch. 2010) (internal quotation omitted), DII¶G, 15 A.3d 216
(Del. 2011) (TABLE).
³&RXUWVHQKDQFHVWDELOLW\DQGXQLIRUPLW\RILQWHUSUHWDWLRQE\ORRNLQJWRWKHPXOWLGHFDGHHIIRUWVRIOHDGLQJSUDFWLWLRQHUVWRGHYHORSPRGHOLQGHQWXUHSURYLVLRQV´Id. The
authoritative commentary on indenture provisions begins with a 1971 volume, published
by the American Bar Foundation, entitled Commentaries on Model Debenture Indenture
Provisions 1965, Model Debenture Indenture Provisions All Registered Issues 1967, and
Certain Negotiable Provisions [hereinafter the Commentaries].

The Commentaries

³SURYLGH SRZHUIXO HYLGHQFH RI WKH HVWDEOLVKHG FRPPHUFLDO H[SHFWDWLRQV RI SUDFWLWLRQHUV
DQGPDUNHWSDUWLFLSDQWV´Concord Real Estate, 996 A.2d at 331.
Article Eight of the Commentaries addresses successor obligor provisions and sets
out a model provision comparable in all material respects to those in the Indentures. It
VWDWHV  ³7KH &RPSDQ\ VKDOO QRW . . . convey or transfer its properties and assets
substantially as an entirety to any Person    ´  Commentaries at 292.
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The

Commentaries explain that a covenant of this type is necessary because, if the issuer
transferred substantially all of its assets, then ³WKHREOLJRUQDPHGLQWKHLQGHQWXUHZRXOG
cease to operate the business to which, in practical effect, the debentureholders have
ORRNHGIRUSD\PHQWRIWKHGHEHQWXUHV´Id. at 423.
Courts have described successor obligor provisions in similar terms.

In the

seminal Sharon Steel case, the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit
explained that the provisions ³protect lenders . . . by assuring a degree of continuity of
DVVHWV´Sharon Steel, 691 F.2d at 1050.
The decision to invest in the debt obligations of a corporation
is based on the repayment potential of a business enterprise
possessing specific financial characteristics. . . . Obviously, if
the enterprise is changed through . . . disposition of assets, the
financial characteristics and repayment potential on which the
lender relied may be altered adversely.
Id. (quoting Commentaries at 290). ³>$@ERUURZHUZKLFKVHOOVDOOLWVDVVHWVGRHVQRWKDYH
DQRSWLRQWRFRQWLQXHKROGLQJWKHGHEW,WPXVWHLWKHUDVVLJQWKHGHEWRUSD\LWRII´Id.
At the same time, successor obligor provisions ensure that borrowers have the flexibility
WR ³WR VHOO HQWLUH EXVLQHVVHV DQGOLTXLGDWH . . . or to liquidate their operating assets and
HQWHU D QHZ ILHOG IUHH RI WKH SXEOLF GHEW´ VR ORQJ DV WKH GHEW is transferred along with
substantially all of the assets or is otherwise paid. Id. at 1051.
New York law teaches that when determining whether a transaction conveys
³VXEVWDQWLDOO\ DOO´ RI D FRPSDQ\¶V DVVHWV IRU SXUSRVHV RI D VXFFHVVRU REOLJRU SURYLVLRQ
courts consider both quantitative and qualitative factors. HFTP Invs., L.L.C. v. Grupo
TMM, S.A., 2004 WL 5641710, at *2 (N.Y. Sup. Ct. June 4, 2004), DII¶G, 795 N.Y.S.2d
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555 (N.Y. App. Div. 2005). At times, the quantitative percentage of assets sold may be
so low that examining the qualitative factors is unnecessary. See, e.g., Sharon Steel, 691
F.2d at 1051. In the typical case involving a significant sale, however, a court will need
to weigh both quantitative and qualitative factors as a totality. Qualitative factors include
whether the transaction results in a fundamental change in the nature or character of the
HQWLW\LQYROYHVWKHHQWLW\¶VSULPDU\RSHUDWLQJDVVHWVRULVRXWRIWKHRUGLQDU\FRXUVHRI
business. See HFTP, 2004 WL 5641710, at *4.
2.

Quantitative Factors

As reported in its annual report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31,
2010, the most recent annual filing before the announcement of the Sale Transaction,
Bancorp¶V assets as of that date had a book value of $338.8 million. %DQFRUS¶V 
ownership of the stock of BankAtlantic had a book value of $286.6 million. Using these
figures, Bancorp will convey 85% of its assets in the Sale Transaction. As reported in its
annual report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended September 30, 2011, the most recent
quarterly filing before the Sale Transaction, the corresponding book value for all of
%DQFRUS¶VDVVHWVZDVPLOOLRQ. The book value for all RI%DQFRUS¶V%DQN$WODQWLF
stock was $306 million. Using these figures, Bancorp will convey 90% of its assets in
the Sale Transaction.
0HDVXULQJ%DQFRUS¶VRZQHUVKLSRI%DQN$WODQWLFRQDERRNYDOXHbasis applies a
conservative metric by ignoring BankAtlantic¶V YDOXH DV a going concern. Nothing in
New York law suggests that a court is limited to book value when evaluating a parent
FRUSRUDWLRQ¶V  HTXLW\ LQWHUHVW LQ DQ RSHUDWLQJ VXEVLGLDU\. A court readily could
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value a 100% equity interest using other methodologies, such as a discounted cash flow
analysis, comparable transactions analysis, or comparable company analysis. A court
could take into account factors such as earnings potential and goodwill. Yet even under
the conservative book value metric, Bancorp will transfer 85-90% of its assets.
Bancorp objects to these calculations because they use figures for BankAtlantic
that include the value of the Retained Assets. Bancorp points out that in the Sale
Transaction, it will sell BankAtlantic but keep the Retained Assets. Having structured
the Sale Transaction in this manner, Bancorp takes the view that BDQN$WODQWLF¶VVWRFNKDV
negative value at the time of the Sale Transaction and that BB&T is paying zero for
BankAtlantic. TKLVWKHRU\IRUPVWKHFHQWHUSLHFHRI%DQFRUS¶VFDVH7
To get this result, Bancorp starts with a pre-closiQJERRNYDOXHIRU%DQN$WODQWLF¶V
stock of $306 million. Bancorp then subtracts the $606.9 million net book value of the
Retained Assets that will leave BankAtlantic an instant before BB&T acquires its shares,
causing BankAtlantic¶VHTXLW\ at that climactic moment to have a book value of negative

7

See, e.g., BPTB 1- ³%% 7ZLOODFTXLUHWKHWKULIWVWRFNDQGSD\QRWKLQJIRULt
other than its willingness to acquire capital stock in an entity with $300 million more in
OLDELOLWLHV WKDQ DVVHWV  7KXV WKH QHW PDUNHW YDOXH RI WKH WKULIW¶V VWRFN LQFOXGLQJ WKH
GHSRVLWSUHPLXPLV]HUR´ id. DW ³$VDOHRIDQDVVHWZLWKDPDUNHWvalue of zero and a
negative book value of $300 million, while retaining an asset with a book value of
approximately $600 million is not, as a matter of fact, a sale of all or substantially all of
WKH DVVHWV RI >%DQFRUS@´  id. DW  ³>7@KH HIIHFWLYH SXUchase price for the equity in
%DQN$WODQWLFLV]HUR´ id. at 33- ³%HFDXVHWKHFRUSRUDWHVWRFNEHLQJWUDQVIHUUHG
to BB&T will have a net book value of approximately negative $301 million and a
market value of zero . . . the Sale Transaction is not a sale of all or substantially all of
>%DQFRUS¶V@DVVHWV´ id. at 36- ³>%DQFRUS@LVVHOOLQJWKHVWRFNRIWKHWKULIWLQD
PDUNHWYDOXHWUDQVDFWLRQLQZKLFKLWZLOOUHFHLYHQRWKLQJ´ 
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$301 million. Because no cash or other asset will come GLUHFWO\IURP%% 7¶VEDODQFH
sheet, Bancorp argues that BB&T will not pay anything.

Consequently, Bancorp

concludes it must be conveying zero percent of its assets.
$VDWKUHVKROGPDWWHU%DQFRUS¶VSRVLWLRQUHVWVRQWKHLOORJLFDODQGFRXQWHU-factual
premise that BankAtlantic (the ³good bank´) is worth nothing, while Retained Assets
LLC (the ³bad bank´) is worth $606.9 million. Bancorp has it precisely backwards.
Buyers actually wanted and were willing to pay a premium for BankAtlantic. Buyers
were scared away from and did not want to purchase the Retained Assets. The idea that
BankAtlantic will be made less valuable, rather than more valuable, by shedding the
Retained Assets is counterintuitive and inherently suspect.
In reality, the Retained Assets constitute the consideration for the Sale
Transaction. The evidence at trial established this point. Levan, the architect of the
transaction, explained in a July 7, 2011, email to his son Jarett and CFO Toalson that the
transfer of the ³>F@ODVVLILHG ORDQV WR %DQFRUS´ would be WKH ³>S@XUFKDVH SULFH
consideration.´  -;   ,Q D -XO\  , memorandum explaining the structure in
greater detail, Levan again stated that ³%DQFRUS ZRXOG UHWDLQ DOO WKH FODVVLILHG ORDQV DV
SDUWRIWKHSXUFKDVHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ´ JX 121. At trial, Levan testified WKDWWKH³SXUFKDVH
price consideration that BB&T was paying [was] the retained assets that they were
DOORZLQJ%DQFRUSWRREWDLQDWWKHVDPHWLPHWKDWWKHGHDOFORVHG´Tr. 852. Jarett Levan
testified WKDW WKH WUDQVIHU RI 5HWDLQHG $VVHWV //& ZDV ³WKH SXUFKDVH SULFH WKDW¶V EHLQJ
paid by B% 7´7U35. He elaborated: ³[T]KH\¶UHQRWSD\LQJFDVKWKH\¶UHSD\LQJZLWK
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UHWDLQHGDVVHWV7KH\¶UHMXVWWUDQVIHUULQJWKHUHWDLQHGDVVHWVDVWKHHIIHFWLYHSXUFKDVH
SULFH´Id. at 36.
%DQFRUS¶V ILQDQFLDO DGYLVRUV understood this fact as well.

Cantor Fitzgerald

rendered an opinion on the financial fairness of the transaction WR%DQFRUS¶VVWRFNKROGHUV
Its underlying analyses ³FRQILUP>HG@ WKH IDLUQHVV RI WKH FRQVLGHUDWLRQ WR EH UHFHLYHG
across a variety of metrics,´ DQG Cantor Fitzgerald concluded that the consideration
UHIOHFWHGD³>K@LJKSUHPLXPWRERRNYDOXH´-;DW9. Cantor Fitzgerald calculated
the premium by dividing the net book value of the Retained Assets (computed to be $607
million) E\ WKH  PLOOLRQ ERRN YDOXH RI %DQFRUS¶s investment in BankAtlantic,
yielding a Price/Book ratio of 198% ($607 million/$306 million). According to Cantor
Fitzgerald, the Sale Transaction favored Bancorp because, in exchange for selling a
subsidiary with a positive book value of $306 million, Bancorp received assets with a
value that implied an above-market premium based on comparable companies and
precedent transactions. Cantor Fitzgerald did not think that Bancorp was getting zero for
BankAtlantic.
6DQGOHU 2¶1HLOO DOVR UHQGHUHG DQ RSLQLRQ RQ WKH ILQDQFLDO IDLUQHVV RI WKH
WUDQVDFWLRQ WR %DQFRUS¶V VWRFNKROGHUV  It too understood that Bancorp was receiving
positive value from BB&T. When describing the transaction, 6DQGOHU2¶1HLOOnoted that
%% 7³EHDUVWKHFRVWRIILOOLQJWKHQHJDWLYHDVVHWYDOXHRI  PLOOLRQSOXVWKHFRVW
to recapitalize the balance sheet of $224.3 million (assuming a [Tangible Common
Equity/Tangible Assets] ratio of 6.84%) or a total of $53PLOOLRQ´-; Sandler
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2¶1HLOO WUHDWHG WKH  PLOOLRQ DV DQ DOWHUQDWLYH PHDVXUH RI WKH SXUFKDVH SULFH WKDW
Bancorp received.
I therefore find as a factual matter that the Retained Assets represent the
consideration paid by BB&T, just as Levan and his advisors understood it. I would reach
the same conclusion as a matter of economic substance. The Sale Transaction is a single,
integrated transaction, as Bancorp finally conceded in its post-trial brief. See BPTB 1 n.2
³WKLV LV DQ LQWHJUDWHG WUDQVDFWLRQ´  At the effective time, during the lifespan of a
decaying muon, three interrelated transactions will happen sequentially:

first,

BankAtlantic will transfer the Retained Assets to Retained Assets LLC; second,
BankAtlantic will distribute membership interests in Retained Assets LLC to Bancorp;
and third, Bancorp will transfer shares of stock in BankAtlantic to BB&T. Contractually
under the Stock Purchase Agreement and legally under the Cease and Desist Orders, none
of the transactions can take place unless all three take place.

In this integrated

transaction, Bancorp gives the stock of BankAtlantic and gets membership interests in
Retained Assets LLC. One is consideration for the other.
To make this fact plainer, assume that in lieu of criticized assets with a book value
of $606 million, the Retained Assets will consist of $606 million in cash. In other words,
at closing BankAtlantic would transfer $606 million in cash to Retained Assets LLC, then
distribute the equity of Retained Assets LLC to Bancorp an instant before Bancorp would
transfer the stock of BankAtlantic to BB&T.

Compare this scenario with a sale

transaction in which the only events to take place at closing would be the transfer of
BankAtlantic stock to BB&T in return for the transfer of $606 million in cash from
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BB&T to Bancorp. No one would be fooled into thinking there was any difference in the
economic substance of these transactions. Everyone would see that cash was exchanged
for stock with the only differences being timing and route. In the first scenario, the cash
transfer would occur just before stock transfer, come from %DQN$WODQWLF¶VEDODQFHVKHHW,
and be replaced by BB&T post-closing. In the second scenario, the cash transfer would
occur just after stock transfer and come GLUHFWO\IURP%% 7¶VEDODQFHVKHHW7KHVDPH
$606 million would change hands in each case.
In the Sale Transaction as actually structured, Retained Assets LLC will own
criticized assets with a book value of $606 million rather than $606 million of cash.
Reasonable minds can debate whether the Retained Assets are worth $606 million, but no
one can legitimately dispute that the Retained Assets are the consideration for the sale of
BankAtlantic, just as Levan envisioned and the financial advisors understood. But see
BPTB  DVVHUWLQJ WKDW WUHDWLQJ WKH 5HWDLQHG $VVHWV DV FRQVLGHUDWLRQ ³KDV QR factual
IRXQGDWLRQ´ 
With the Retained Assets properly recognized as consideration for the sale of
%DQN$WODQWLF¶VVWRFNit becomes clear that the percentage of assets sold on a book value
basis must be calculated by comparing the book value of %DQFRUS¶V%DQN$WODQWLF stock
including the Retained Assets with WKHERRNYDOXHRIDOORI%DQFRUS¶VDVVHWV7RXVHWKH
ERRNYDOXHRI%DQN$WODQWLF¶VVWRFNwithout the Retained Assets would incorporate into
the calculation the consideration that Bancorp received. Under New York law, a court
cannot count the consideration the seller received when determining whether a
WUDQVDFWLRQ FRQVWLWXWHV D VDOH RI VXEVWDQWLDOO\ DOO RI WKH VHOOHU¶V DVVHWV  ³,QGHHG LI WKH
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percentage of assets sold were to be calculated as the difference between the value of presale assets, on the one hand, and the value of post-sale assets plus sale proceeds, on the
other, an entity would almost never be deemed to have sold substantially all of its assets .
´HFTP, 2004 WL 5641710, at *3; accord Sharon Steel, 691 F.2d at 1049 (rejecting
³OLWHUDOLVW´ LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ WKDW SURFHHGV IURP VDOH RI DVVHWV DUH ³DVVHWV´ VXFK WKDW DIWHU D
transaction a company would ³continue[] WRRZQµDOO¶LWVµDVVHWV¶ . . . since the proceeds . .
ZHQWLQWRWKH>FRPSDQ\@WUHDVXU\´  That the currency for the transaction took a form
other than cash (viz., ownership interest in Retained Assets LLC) does not change this
principle.
If accepted %DQFRUS¶V ³]HUR FRQVLGHUDWLRQ´ DUJXPHQW would pave an easily
traveled superhighway around the substantially all test. Bancorp has conceded that if it
sold BankAtlantic to BB&T for $606 million in cash, the transaction would constitute a
sale of substantially all its assets.

As previously explained, there is no economic

difference between a direct stock-for-cash transfer and the Sale Transaction. If routing
the consideration through the subsidiary enabled a seller to circumvent a successor
obligor provision, future transaction planners could sidestep the restriction whenever a
subsidiary had sufficient assets to distribute consideration to the parent. Moreover,
transaction planners could create a gift subsidiary with sufficient assets for distribution
through the simple expedient of having the subsidiary borrow funds. The subsidiary then
would have cash to WUDQVIHUWR³5HWDLQHG&DVK//&,´ and the subsidiary could distribute
the equity in ³5HWDLQHG &DVK //&´ WR LWV SDUHQW just before the parent transferred the
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stock of the subsidiary to the acquirer. At the moment of transfer, by dint of the
outstanding loan, the subsidiary conveniently would have negative book value.
Channeling the consideration through a subsidiary does not change the nature of
the deal. From a quantitative standpoint, Bancorp is selling 85-90% of its assets in the
Sale Transaction.
3.

Qualitative Factors

BankAtlantic always has EHHQ%DQFRUS¶VSULQFLSDODVVHWDQGVLQFH)HEUXDU\
has been %DQFRUS¶Vonly operating asset. Bancorp was created to hold BankAtlantic, and
Bancorp has presented itself to investors on a consolidated basis with BankAltantic.
Although Bancorp previously held Levitt Corporation and Ryan Beck, those entities
constituted only a small portion of BancorS¶V WRWDO DVVHWV DQG ZHUH GLYHVWHG EHIRUH WKH
issuance of the last two series of TruPS. Bancorp has relied at all times on BankAtlantic
to service the Debt Securities  $V D SUDFWLFDO UHVXOW ³VXEVWDQWLDOO\ DOO RI >%DQFRUS¶V@
SURSHUW\´DVVHWIRUWKLQ,Qdentures, is synonymous with BankAtlantic.
The Sale Transaction will change fundamentally the nature of %DQFRUS¶VEXVLQHVV
According to the first page of %DQFRUS¶V PRVW UHFHQW DQQXDO UHSRUW RQ )RUP -K,
%DQFRUS LV ³a Florida-based bank holding company and own[s] BankAtlantic and its
subsidiaries.´  -;  at 1.

The Form 10-K describes BankAtlantic as %DQFRUS¶V

³SULQFLSDO DVVHW>@´  Id. The annual report focuses overwhelmingly on the assets and
operations of BankAtlantic and minimally on %DQFRUS¶VRWKHUDVVHWVThrough the Sale
Transaction, Bancorp will exit the banking business, lose its status as a federally
regulated bank holding company, and divest itself of BankAtlantic and its subsidiaries.
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Bancorp currently owns 100% of an entity with the following characteristics:
a valuable brand that is widely recognized as ³)ORULGD¶V 0RVW &RQYHQLHQW
%DQN´;
³WKHEHVW>EDQNLQJ@franchise in Florida´ 7U ;
$3.3 billion in deposits that are recognized as ³one of the best deposit bases´ in
the nation (Tr. 750);
$2.1 billion in performing loans;
over 1,000 employees;
78 physical branches;
a 180,000 square foot corporate headquarters.
After the Sale Transaction, Bancorp will own 100% of an entity with no brand, no
banking franchise, no deposit base, no branches, eight current employees, and a portfolio
of criticized assets. It is difficult to imagine a transaction that would have a greater
qualitative impact on Bancorp.
Despite this overwhelming evidence, Bancorp contends that it ³ZLOO PDLQWDLQ D
degree of continuity of assets, as . . . Retained Assets LLC will continue to hold, invest
in, and actively manage a commercial real estate portfolio, wholesale residential loans,
and investments including tax certificates´ BPTB 25. As a result, Bancorp claims,
³5HWDLQHG $VVHts LLC will continue most of the lines of business that [Bancorp¶V]
VXEVLGLDULHVKDYHKLVWRULFDOO\HQJDJHGLQ´Id. at 39.
Admittedly there are high-level similarities between the lines of business that
BankAtlantic currently conducts and the lines of business in which Retained Assets LLC
will engage. That is necessarily true, because the purpose of the Sale Transaction is to
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strip out the bad assets that BDQN$WODQWLF¶VEXVLQHVVKDVJHQHUDWHGDQGOHDYHthem with
Retained Assets LLC. But a continuing conceptual resemblance is not sufficient.
The guiding inquiry when evaluating a transaction qualitatively is whether the
GHEWRU ³would cease to operate the business to which, in practical effect, the
GHEHQWXUHKROGHUV KDYH ORRNHG IRU SD\PHQW RI WKH GHEHQWXUHV´  Commentaries at 423.
Institutions can share similarities yet have fundamental differences. The Cunard Line
and the Cape May-Lewes Ferry both operate ships. /H%HF)LQDQG/XFN\¶V&RIIHH6KRS
both serve dinner.

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Mt. Pleasant

Elementary School both teach students.
A regulated commercial bank and an unregulated investment management
company may both be financial institutions, but a lender would not lump them together
when evaluating their creditworthiness.

In this case, after the Sale Transaction,

Bancorp¶Vwill have a radically altered risk profile, a transformed asset portfolio, and no
regulatory restrictions. It will cease to operate the business to which, in practical effect,
the holders of Debt Securities looked for payment. Although %DQFRUS¶V DWWRUQH\V did
their best to argue the contrary, Levan pulled back the curtain at trial. He testified that he
had ³VSHQW>KLV@HQWLUHOLIHZRUNLQJDW>%DQN$WODQWLF@WRPDNHLWVXFFHVVIXO´WKRXJKWRI
%DQN$WODQWLF DV ³D /HYDQ IDPLO\ HQWHUSULVH,´ and hoped it would remain so for
generations. Tr. 731. ,I%DQFRUS¶VEXVLQHVVDPRXQWHGWRKROGLQJDUHDOHVWDWHSRUWIROLo,
purchasing residential loans, and managing tax certificates, then selling BankAtlantic
ZRXOGEHRIQRPRPHQW,QVWHDG/HYDQIRXQGLW³LQFUHGLEO\GLVWUHVVLQJ´7U
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4.

The Sale Transaction Will Breach The Successor Obilgor
Provision.

From a quantitative perspective, using a conservative book value metric, the Sale
Transaction will convey 85-RI%DQFRUS¶VDVVHWV. From a qualitative perspective, the
Sale Transaction will transform completely WKHQDWXUHRI%DQFRUS¶Voperations. The Sale
7UDQVDFWLRQLVIDURXWVLGHWKHRUGLQDU\FRXUVHRI%DQFRUS¶VEXVLQHVVTaken as a whole,
the evidence at trial establishes that the Sale Transaction will constitute a transfer of
substantially all of %DQFRUS¶Vassets. Because BB&T is not assuming the Debt Securities,
the Sale Transaction will breach the Successor Obligor Provision.
B.

The Remedy
The plaintiffs seek a decree of specific performance enforcing the Successor

Obligor Provision and a permanent injunction against the Sale Transaction. In this case,
the two remedies are equivalent. Citing Delaware law, the parties agree that the plaintiffs
are entitled to a permanent injunction if they have prevailed on the merits, shown that
they will suffer irreparable harm if injunctive relief is not granted, and demonstrated that
the balance of hardships favors injunctive relief. See BPTB 42-43 (citing Sierra Club v.
DNREC, 2006 WL 1716913, at *3 (Del. Ch. June 19, 2006), DII¶G, 919 A.2d 547 (Del.
2007)); accord Pls.¶ Post-Trial Br. 40 (citing Sierra Club). The parties join issue over
whether a court can issue a decree of specific performance under New York law upon a
lesser showing. Because the plaintiffs have earned a permanent injunction under the
agreed-upon Delaware standard, I need not address this aspect of specific performance
jurisprudence.
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1.

Success On The Merits

The plaintiffs have established that the Sale Transaction will breach the Successor
Obligor Provision and constitute an Event of Default under the Indentures. They have
satisfied WKHUHTXLUHPHQWRI³VXFFHVVRQWKHPHULWV´
2.

Irreparable Harm

The plaintiffs have demonstrated that they will suffer irreparable harm without an
injunction. The Sale Transaction will trigger an Event of Default giving the trustees the
right to accelerate the Debt Securities. Upon acceleration, Bancorp will be required to
pay immediately the full outstanding amount owed on the Debt Securities. Assuming
Bancorp already will have paid the approximately $39 million in deferred interest, the
remaining amount due will exceed $290 million.
The evidence at trial, including evidence presented by Bancorp, demonstrates
overwhelmingly that Bancorp cannot pay off the accelerated debt. When asked about the
possibility of quickO\OLTXLGDWLQJWKH5HWDLQHG$VVHWV/HYDQWHVWLILHGIUDQNO\³:HOO\RX
FDQ¶W 7KDWZRXOGEHVXLFLGH´7U 814. Toalson testified that she has never analyzed
how Bancorp could pay off the Debt Securities in the event of acceleration and did not
know of any source that Bancorp could tap for a $290 million payment.

A key

assumption underlying the Sale Transaction has been that Bancorp will manage and
monetize the Retained Assets slowly over time. Because the Sale Transaction will breach
the Successor Obligor Provision, Bancorp will not have that luxury. As Levan testified
concerning the value of the Retained Assets in a quick sale: ³ZKR NQRZV ZKDW WKRVH
numbers are.´7U
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If Bancorp cannot pay the accelerated debt, then in addition to the obvious harm
from non-payment, aspects of the Sale Transaction will violate the absolute priority rule.
Through the Sale Transaction, Levan extracted personal consideration for himself and
other insiders, moving them to the head of the line. At closing, %DQFRUS¶V three most
senior executives²Levan, his son Jarett, and Jack Abdo²will receive more than $10
million in severance and non-compete payments, an amount greater than the total book
YDOXHRI%DQFRUS¶VHTXLW\ as of September 30, 2011. Neither Levan nor Jarett have an
employment contract entitling them to severance payments.

Levan will retain his

position as a Bancorp executive and conceded at trial that he LVQRWEHLQJ³VHYHUHG´IURP
anything. %% 7¶V&)2WHVWLILHGWKDW%% 7JDYH%DQFRUSWKHRSWLRQRIHLWKHUmaking
the payments to the executives or increasing the purchase price. Bancorp chose the
former. The Sale Transaction payments hearken back to /HYDQ¶Vinsistence on severance
during the negotiations with Bidder 1, even after Bidder 1 made clear that the increased
severance would reduce the purchase price. The payments divert a portion of the deal
conVLGHUDWLRQ WR %DQFRUS¶V FRQWUROOLQJ VWRFNKROGHUV vaulting them over the Debt
Securities and other corporate constituencies.
Finally, even without acceleration, New York law recognizes that ³a shift in
bargained-for risk may constitute irreparable harP ZKHUH WKH OHQGHU¶s only recourse is
DJDLQVWWKHERUURZHU´ Bank Midwest, N.A. v. Hypo Real Estate Capital Corp., 2010 WL
4449366, at *6 (S.D.N.Y. Oct. 13, 2010). A lender under New York law will be entitled
to injunctive relief when the borrower aJUHHV WR D WUDQVDFWLRQ WKDW³ZRXOG VKLIW WKH ULVN
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that WKH SDUWLHV FRQWUDFWHG WR DVVXPH´8 As demonstrated by the qualitative analysis of
the Sale Transaction, the sale of BankAtlantic will alter fundamentally the risk profile of
Bancorp as a borrower and shift to the holders of the Debt Securities risks they did not
contract to assume.
3.

Balance Of Hardships

The balance of hardships calls for weighing the consequences of an injunction
against the consequences of failing to act. Bancorp argues strenuously against relief.
According to Bancorp, (i) the status quo is untenable, (ii) an injunction blocking the Sale
Transaction will restore the status quo, leading to Bancorp¶VIDLOXUH as an entity, and (iii)
DOORI%DQFRUS¶VFRQVWLWXencies, including the Debt Securities, will be harmed irreparably
by that result. %DQFRUS EOXQWO\ ³DVN>V@ WKLV &RXUW WR VDYH 3ODLQWLIIV IURP WKHPVHOYHV´
BPTB 1.
The apocalyptic picture painted by Bancorp at trial contrasts sharply with the
history of the Sale Transaction. On October 4, 2011, when updating the board on the

8

Citibank, N.A. v. Singer Co., 684 F. Supp. 382, 386 (S.D.N.Y. 1988); see U.S.
Fid. & Guar. Co. v. J. United Elec. Contracting Corp., 62 F. Supp. 2d 915, 926
(E.D.N.<  ILQGLQJLUUHSDUDEOHKDUP³VLQFHWKHUHLVDULVNWKDWDOOFROOHFWLEOHDVVHWV
ZLOO EH GLVVLSDWHG´  Shearson Lehman Hutton Hldgs. Inc. v. Coated Sales, Inc., 697
F. 6XSS 6'1<  ILQGLQJLUUHSDUDEOHKDUPZKHUHWKHOHQGHU³EDUJDLQHG
IRUVHFXULW\DQGORVHVWKDWVHFXULW\DVWKHUHVXOWRI´WKHGHIHQGDQW¶VFRQWUDFWXDOEUHDFKHV 
E. W. Bank v. Jung Sun Laundry Gp. Corp., 2010 WL 5252848, at *5 (N.Y. Sup. Ct. Dec.
   ILQGLQJ LUUHSDUDEOH KDUP ZKHUH ³WKH OLPLWDWLRQV LQ WKH /RDQ $JUHHPHQWV
regarding transfer of the Collateral [were included] to ensure that Plaintiff had ready
DFFHVV WR WKH 3URSHUW\ WKDW VHUYHV DV LWV VHFXULW\ LQWHUHVW XQGHU WKH /RDQV´ ; 1DW¶O 6XU
Corp. v. Titan Constr. Corp., 26 N.Y.S.2d 227, 230 (N.Y. Sup. Ct. 1940) ³7KHGDPDJH
resulting from the failure to give security is not ascertainable, and the legal remedy is
WKHUHIRUHLQDGHTXDWH´ DII¶G, 24 N.Y.S.2d 141 (N.Y. App. Div. 1940).
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possible sale to BB&T, Levan told the directors that Bancorp would proceed with the sale
only if the GHDOZDV³DJUHHDEOH´WR Bancorp; otherwise, ³WKHSURFHVVZLOOEHVXVSHQGHG
until maUNHW FRQGLWLRQV LPSURYH´  JX 161 at 4. Levan never suggested that Bancorp
would fail if BankAtlantic did not immediately find a buyer. An internal BankAtlantic
memo from November 2011 noted that ³BankAtlantic met all capital requirements
RXWOLQHG LQ WKH &HDVH  'HVLVW 2UGHU´ and that Bancorp ³ZDV QRW FRPSHOOHG WR VHOO
%DQN$WODQWLF´  JX 254 at 4. Since then, Bancorp has maintained its trajectory. If
anything, the rate of decline has decreased. At trial, Bancorp witnesses testified that
)ORULGD¶VUHDOHVWDWHPDUNHWZDVILQDOO\LPSURYLQJDQGWKDW%DQN$WODQWLF¶VORDQSRUWIROLR
and performance were strengthening. If necessary, Bancorp could continue on its current
course for another two years, until the deferred interest on the Debt Securities comes due
in the first half of 2014.
Bancorp appears to have Indenture-compliant alternatives. Levan did not testify
credibly at trial when he asserted that a whole-company VDOHLV³LPSRVVLEOH´7U,Q
support, Levan cited BancoUS¶V H[SHULHQFH ZLWK %LGGHU  EXW Whe record demonstrates
that Levan did not want to proceed further with Bidder 1 because the transaction did not
meet his personal bottom line. The board broke off discussions with Bidder 1 after Levan
(i) told the board that BFC would not support a transaction that delivered less than $115125 million, (ii) incorrectly described the terms of the Bid Letter, and (iii) refused to
UHFRJQL]H WKH FRPPHUFLDO UHDVRQDEOHQHVV RI %LGGHU ¶V UHTXHVWV IRU VXSSOHPHQWDO OHJDO
due diligence. Although Levan WROG%DQFRUS¶VGLUHFWRUVWKDWDPLOOLRQQXPEHUZDV
not a serious offer, he developed the ³JRRGEDQNEDGEDQN´VWUDWHJ\SUHFLVHO\EHFDXVHKH
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recognized that this figure fell in the middle of what traditional rules of thumb suggested
an acquirer would pay and at the high end of the $14-48 million that Bancorp realistically
might achieve.
Bancorp has not pointed to any developments that would impair its ability to
achieve an Indenture-compliant transaction at a realistic value IRU %DQFRUS¶V HTXLW\.
Bidder 1 was prepared to engage in such a transaction. In addition, under current
banking regulations, bank holding companies with less than $15 billion in assets can
benefit from the TruPS by treating them as Tier I capital. At least two of the potential
bidders in the process that led to the Sale Transaction could have taken advantage of this
regulatory benefit. During the process, however, Bancorp made clear that it was pursuing
the ³JRRGEDQNEDGEDQN´VWUXFWXUHDQGQHYHURSHQed the door to a transaction in which
the acquirer would assume the Debt Securities. Admittedly there is a risk that Bancorp
will fail without the Sale Transaction, but it is far from clear that failure is imminent or
that Bancorp lacks other options. As %DQFRUS¶V&KDLUPDQDQGa principal of %DQFRUS¶V
controlling stockholder, Levan has powerful economic incentives to find an alternative.
In any event, this is a contract case, and a SDUW\ FDQQRW ³DEURJDWH D FRQWUDFW
unilaterally, merely upon a showing that it would be financially disadvantageous to
perform it; were the rules otherwise, they would place in jeopardy all commercial
FRQWUDFWV´407 E. 61st Garage, Inc. v. Savoy Fifth Ave. Corp., 244 N.E.2d 37, 42 (N.Y.
   ³>:@KHUH LPSRVVLELOLW\ RU GLIIiculty of performance is occasioned only by
financial difficulty or economic hardship, even to the extent of insolvency or bankruptcy,
SHUIRUPDQFHRIDFRQWUDFWLVQRWH[FXVHG´Id. at 41.
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Parties who enter into lawful contracts are entitled to enforce their rights. Lenders
can insist on repayment, even if it forces the debtor into bankruptcy. The public has a
strong interest in seeing that contract and property rights are respected.

This is

particularly so for indentures, which provide the holders of unsecured debt with their only
protections. Companies will find it more costly and difficult to raise financing if the
contractual protections in an indenture can be ignored when the issuer faces financial
difficulty. That is precisely when creditors most need their contract rights.
Companies also will find it more difficult and more costly to raise financing if
subsequent purchasers of debt cannot enforce contract rights to the same degree as the
original investors. Bancorp has suggested that because certain non-trustee plaintiffs
acquired their TruPS at a discount from par value, after Bancorp began to suffer
financially, they are ³YXOWXUHV´who should not be granted equitable relief. Ironically, in
early 2010, Bancorp offered to purchase TruPS at twenty cents on the dollar.
%DQFRUS¶V objection does not apply to the trustee plaintiffs, nor to non-trustee
plaintiffs Trapeza CDO I, LLC, Trapeza CDO II, LLC and Trapeza CDO III, LLC who
hold over $25 million in TruPS purchased at par. Bancorp has not articulated any reason
why an investor who purchases a debt security at a discount should be denied its
contractual protections, nor any standard for determining when or to what degree a
³YXOWXUH GHIHQVH´ Zould apply. A selective approach to contract enforcement would
harm the ability of issuers to access the debt markets. Initial purchasers would pay less
knowing that secondary purchasers would discount the securities for the less valuable
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rights they would receive. Although perhaps convenient for a particular defendant in a
SDUWLFXODUFDVHD³YXOWXUHGHIHQVH´ZRXOGGRPRUHKDUPWKDQJRRG
%DQFRUS¶VHTXLW\KROGHUVKDGthe right to reject a whole-company transaction with
Bidder 1 because they felt the transaction did not provide them with adequate
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ  %DQFRUS¶V RIILFHUV DQG GLUHFWRUV OLNHZLVH ZHUH IUHH WR VHHN RXW DQ
alternative transaction that could provide greater consideration for the equity holders.
:KDW %DQFRUS¶V RIILFHUV DQG GLUHFWRUV FDQQRW GR LV H[WUDFW YDOue over time to benefit
themselves and the equity through a transaction that violates clear contractual rights in
the Indentures. -XVW DV %DQFRUS¶V HTXLW\ KROGHUV FRXOG H[HUFLVH WKHLU YRWLQJ ULJKWV WR
block the transaction with Bidder 1, the Trusts can stand on their contract rights when
faced with the Sale Transaction.
Having considered the risks to Bancorp and its constituencies from an injunction,
and having weighed those risks against the irreparable harm that the holders of Debt
Securities will suffer if an injunction does not issue, I find that the balance decidedly
favors relief.
III.

CONCLUSION

The Sale Transaction constitutes a breach of the Successor Obligor Provision,
results in an Event of Default, and will inflict irreparable harm on the plaintiffs. The
balance of hardships favors the issuance of permanent injunctive relief. Accordingly, I
have entered contemporaneously an order enjoining Bancorp permanently from
completing the Sale Transaction.
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Appendix A
Trust

Successor Obligor Provisions

BBC Capital
Trust II
(JX 3)

Section 5.5 Compliance with Consolidation Provisions. The Company
shall not, while any of the Debentures remain outstanding, . . . sell,
convey, transfer or lease all or substantially all of its property or assets
to, any other company unless the provisions of Article XII hereof are
complied with.
Section 12.1 Company May Consolidate, Etc. Nothing contained in this
Indenture or in any of the Debentures . . . shall prevent any sale,
conveyance, lease, transfer or other disposition of the property and
assets of the Company, as the case may be, or its successor or successors
as an entirety, or substantially as an entirety, to any other corporation
(whether or not affiliated with the Company, as the case may be, or its
successor or successors) authorized to acquire and operate the same;
provided, however, the Company hereby covenants and agrees that, (i)
upon any such . . . sale, conveyance, lease, transfer or other disposition,
the due and punctual payment, in the case of the Company, of the
principal of and interest on all of the Debentures, according to their
tenor and the due and punctual performance and observance of all the
covenants and conditions of this Indenture to be kept or performed by
the Company as the case may be, shall be expressly assumed, by
supplemental indenture (which shall conform to the provisions of the
Trust Indenture Act, as then in effect) satisfactory in form to the Trustee
executed and delivered to the Trustee . . . by the entity which shall have
acquired such property . . . .

BBC Capital
Trust V
(JX 8)

Section 8.1. Company May Consolidate, Etc., Only on Certain Terms.
The Company shall not . . . convey, transfer or lease its properties and
assets substantially as an entirety to any Person, . . . unless:
(a) if the Company shall . . . convey, transfer or lease its properties and
assets substantially as an entirety to any Person, . . . the Person that
acquires by conveyance or transfer, or that leases, the properties and
assets of the Company substantially as an entirety . . . shall expressly
assume, by an indenture supplemental hereto, executed and delivered to
the Trustee, in form reasonably satisfactory to the Trustee, the due and
punctual payment of the principal of and any premium and interest
(including any Additional Interest) on all the Securities and the
performance of every covenant of this Indenture on the part of the

Trust

Successor Obligor Provisions
Company to be performed or observed . . . .

BBC Capital
Trust VI
(JX 13)

Section 8.1. Company May Consolidate, Etc., Only on Certain Terms.
The Company shall not . . . convey, transfer or lease its properties and
assets substantially as an entirety to any Person, . . . unless:
(a) if the Company shall . . . convey, transfer or lease its properties and
assets substantially as an entirety to any Person, . . . the Person that
acquires by conveyance or transfer, or that leases, the properties and
assets of the Company substantially as an entirety . . . shall expressly
assume, by an indenture supplemental hereto, executed and delivered to
the Trustee, in form reasonably satisfactory to the Trustee, the due and
punctual payment of the principal of and any premium and interest
(including any Additional Interest) on all the Securities and the
performance of every covenant of this Indenture on the part of the
Company to be performed or observed . . . .

BBC Capital
Trust IX
(JX 14)

Section 3.07. Compliance with Consolidation Provisions.
The
Company will not, while any of the Debt Securities remain
outstanding, . . . sell or convey all or substantially all of its property to
any other Person unless the provisions of Article XI hereof are complied
with.
Section 11.01. Company May Consolidate, etc., on Certain Terms.
Nothing contained in this Indenture or in the Debt Securities . . . shall
prevent any sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition of the
property or capital stock of the Company or its successor or successors
as an entirety, or substantially as an entirety, to any other Person
(whether or not affiliated with the Company, or its successor or
successors) authorized to acquire and operate the same; provided,
however, that the Company hereby covenants and agrees that, upon any
such . . . sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, the due and
punctual payment of all payments due on all of the Debt Securities in
accordance with their terms, according to their tenor, and the due and
punctual performance and observance of all the covenants and
conditions of this Indenture to be kept or performed by the Company,
shall be expressly assumed by supplemental indenture reasonably
satisfactory in form to the Trustee executed and delivered to the
Trustee . . . by the entity which shall have acquired such property or
capital stock.

A-2

Trust

Successor Obligor Provisions

BBC Capital
Trust XI
(JX 25)

Section 3.07. Compliance with Consolidation Provisions. The
Company will not, while any of the Debt Securities remain
outstanding, . . . sell or convey all or substantially all of its property to
any other Person unless the provisions of Article XI hereof are complied
with.
Section 11.01. Company May Consolidate, etc., on Certain Terms.
Nothing contained in this Indenture or in the Debt Securities . . . shall
prevent any sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition of the
property or capital stock of the Company or its successor or successors
as an entirety, or substantially as an entirety, to any other Person
(whether or not affiliated with the Company, or its successor or
successors) authorized to acquire and operate the same; provided,
however, that the Company hereby covenants and agrees that, upon any
such . . . sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, the due and
punctual payment of all payments due on all of the Debt Securities in
accordance with their terms, according to their tenor, and the due and
punctual performance and observance of all the covenants and
conditions of this Indenture to be kept or performed by the Company,
shall be expressly assumed by supplemental indenture reasonably
satisfactory in form to the Trustee executed and delivered to the
Trustee . . . by the entity which shall have acquired such property or
capital stock . . . .

BBC Capital
Trust XII
(JX 20)

Section 3.07. Compliance with Consolidation Provisions.
The
Company will not, while any of the Debt Securities remain
outstanding, . . . sell or convey all or substantially all of its property to
any other Person unless the Provisions of Article XI hereof are complied
with.
Section 11.01. Company May Consolidate, etc., on Certain Terms.
Nothing contained in this Indenture or in the Debt Securities . . . shall
prevent any sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition of the
property or capital stock of the Company or its successor or successors
as an entirety, or substantially as an entirety, to any other Person
(whether or not affiliated with the Company, or its successor or
successors) authorized to acquire and operate the same; provided,
however, that the Company hereby covenants and agrees that, upon any
such . . . sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, the due and
punctual payment of all payments due on all of the Debt Securities in
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Trust

Successor Obligor Provisions
accordance with their terms, according to their tenor, and the due and
punctual performance and observance of all the covenants and
conditions of this Indenture to be kept or performed by the Company,
shall be expressly assumed by supplemental indenture reasonably
satisfactory in form to the Trustee executed and delivered to the
Trustee . . . by the entity which shall have acquired such property or
capital stock.

BBX Capital
Trust 2007
I(a)
(JX 45)

Section 3.07. Compliance with Consolidation Provisions.
The
Company will not, while any of the Debt Securities remain
outstanding, . . . sell, convey, transfer or otherwise dispose of all or
substantially all of its property or capital stock to any other Person
unless the provisions of Article XI hereof are complied with.
Section 11.01. Company May Consolidate, etc., on Certain Terms.
Nothing contained in this Indenture or in the Debt Securities . . . shall
prevent any sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition of all or
substantially all of the property or capital stock of the Company or its
successor or successors to any other Person (whether or not affiliated
with the Company, or its successor or successors) authorized to acquire
and operate the same; provided, however, that the Company hereby
covenants and agrees that, (i) upon any such . . . sale, conveyance,
transfer or other disposition, the successor entity shall be an entity
organized and existing under the laws of the United States or any state
thereof or the District of Columbia . . . and such entity expressly
assumes all of the obligations of the Company under the Debt Securities,
this Indenture, the Capital Securities Guarantee and the Declaration . . . .

BBX Capital
Trust 2007
II(a)
(JX 55)

Section 3.7. Compliance with Consolidation Provisions. The Company
will not, while any of the Debentures remain outstanding, . . . sell or
convey all or substantially all of its property to any other Person unless
the provisions of Article XI hereof are complied with.
Section 11.1. Company May Consolidate, etc., on Certain Terms.
Nothing contained in this Indenture or in the Debentures . . . shall
prevent any sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition of the
property of the Company or its successor or successors as an entirety, or
substantially as an entirety, to any other Person (whether or not affiliated
with the Company, or its successor or successors) authorized to acquire
and operate the same; provided, however, that the Company hereby
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covenants and agrees that, upon any such . . . sale, conveyance, transfer
or other disposition, the due and punctual payment of the principal of
(and premium, if any) and interest on all of the Debentures in
accordance with their terms, according to their tenor, and the due and
punctual performance and observance of all the covenants and
conditions of this Indenture to be kept or performed by the Company,
shall be expressly assumed by supplemental indenture satisfactory in
form to the Trustee executed and delivered to the Trustee . . . by the
entity which shall have acquired such property.
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BBC Capital
Trust II
(JX 3)

Section 7.1 Events of Default. (a) Whenever used herein with respect to
WKH 'HEHQWXUHV ³(YHQW RI 'HIDXOW´ PHDQV DQ\ RQH RU PRUH RI WKH
following events that has occurred and is continuing:
...
(vii) the Company fails to observe or perform any other of its covenants
or agreements with respect to the Debentures for a period of 90 days
after the date on which written notice of such failure, requiring the same
WR EH UHPHGLHG DQG VWDWLQJ WKDW VXFK QRWLFH LV D ³1RWLFH RI 'HIDXOW´
hereunder, shall have been given to the Company by the Trustee, by
registered or certified mail, or to the Company and the Trustee by the
holders of at least 25% in principal amount of the Debentures at the time
outstanding.
...
(b) In each and every such case . . . either the Trustee or the holders of
not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the Debentures then
Outstanding hereunder . . . may declare the principal of and the interest
on all the Debentures, including any Compounded Interest, Additional
Interest, if any, and any other amounts payable under this Indenture, to
be due and payable immediately, and upon any such declaration the
same shall become and shall be immediately due and payable,
notwithstanding anything contained in this Indenture or in the
Debentures.

BBC Capital
Trust V
(JX 8)

Section 5.1. Events of Default. ³Event of Default´ PHDQV ZKHUHYHU
used herein with respect to the Securities, any one of the following
events . . . :
...
(c) default in the performance, or breach, of any covenant or warranty of
the Company in this Indenture and continuance of such default or breach
for a period of thirty (30) days after there has been given, by registered
or certified mail, to the Company by the Trustee or to the Company and
the Trustee by the Holders of at least twenty five percent (25%) in
aggregate principal amount of the Outstanding Securities a written
notice specifying such default or breach and requiring it to be remedied
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and stating that such notice LVD³1RWLFHRI'HIDXOW´KHUHXQGHU . . . .
Section 5.2. Acceleration of Maturity; Rescission and Annulment. (a)
If an Event of Default occurs and is continuing, then and in every such
case the Trustee or the Holders of not less than twenty five percent
(25%) in aggregate principal amount of the Outstanding Securities may
declare the principal amount of all the Securities to be due and payable
immediately . . . and upon any such declaration the principal amount of
and the accrued interest (including any Additional Interest) on all the
Securities shall become immediately due and payable.

BBC Capital
Trust VI
(JX 13)

Section 5.1. Events of Default. ³Event of Default´ PHDQV ZKHUHYHU
used herein with respect to the Securities, any one of the following
events . . . :
...
(c) default in the performance, or breach, of any covenant or warranty of
the Company in this Indenture and continuance of such default or breach
for a period of thirty (30) days after there has been given, by registered
or certified mail, to the Company by the Trustee or to the Company and
the Trustee by the Holders of at least twenty five percent (25%) in
aggregate principal amount of the Outstanding Securities a written
notice specifying such default or breach and requiring it to be remedied
DQGVWDWLQJWKDWVXFKQRWLFHLVD³1RWLFHRI'HIDXOW´KHUHXQGHU . . . .
Section 5.2. Acceleration of Maturity; Rescission and Annulment. (a) If
an Event of Default occurs and is continuing, then and in every such
case the Trustee or the Holders of not less than twenty five percent
(25%) in aggregate principal amount of the Outstanding Securities may
declare the principal amount of all the Securities to be due and payable
immediately . . . and upon any such declaration the principal amount of
and the accrued interest (including any Additional Interest) on all the
Securities shall become immediately due and payable.

BBC Capital
Trust IX
(JX 14)

Section 5.01. Events of Default. 7KHIROORZLQJHYHQWVVKDOOEH³(YHQWV
RI'HIDXOW´ZLWKUHVSHFWWR'HEW6HFurities:
...
(c) the Company defaults in the performance of, or breaches, any of its
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covenants or agreements in Sections 3.06, 3.07, 3.08 or 3.09 of this
Indenture (other than a covenant or agreement a default in whose
performance or whose breach is elsewhere in this Section specifically
dealt with), and continuance of such default or breach for a period of 90
days after there has been given, by registered or certified mail, to the
Company by the Trustee or to the Company and the Trustee by the
holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the
outstanding Debt Securities, a written notice specifying such default or
breach and requiring it to be remedied and stating that such notice is a
³1RWLFHRI'HIDXOW´KHUHXQGHU . . . .
...
If an Event of Default occurs and is continuing with respect to the Debt
Securities, then, and in each and every such case, . . . either the Trustee
or the holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the
Debt Securities then outstanding hereunder . . . may declare the entire
principal of the Debt Securities and the interest accrued, but unpaid,
thereon, if any, to be due and payable immediately; and upon any such
declaration the same shall become immediately due and payable.

BBC Capital
Trust XI
(JX 25)

Section 5.01. Events of Default. 7KHIROORZLQJHYHQWVVKDOOEH³(YHQWV
RI'HIDXOW´ZLWKUHVSHFWWR'HEW6HFXULWLHV
...
(c) the Company defaults in the performance of, or breaches, any of its
covenants or agreements in Sections 3.06, 3.07, 3.08 or 3.09 of this
Indenture (other than a covenant or agreement a default in whose
performance or whose breach is elsewhere in this Section specifically
dealt with), and continuance of such default or breach for a period of 90
days after there has been given, by registered or certified mail, to the
Company by the Trustee or to the Company and the Trustee by the
holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the
outstanding Debt Securities, a written notice specifying such default or
breach and requiring it to be remedied and stating that such notice is a
³1RWLFHRI'HIDXOW´KHUHXQGHU
...
If an Event of Default occurs and is continuing with respect to the Debt
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Securities, then, and in each and every such case, . . . either the Trustee
or the holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the
Debt Securities then outstanding hereunder . . . may declare the entire
principal of the Debt Securities and the interest accrued, but unpaid,
thereon, if any, to be due and payable immediately, and upon any such
declaration the same shall become immediately due and payable.

BBC Capital
Trust XII
(JX 20)

Section 5.01. Events of Default. 7KHIROORZLQJHYHQWVVKDOOEH³(YHQWV
RI'HIDXOW´ZLWKUHVSHFWWR'HEW6HFXULWLHV
...
(c) the Company defaults in the performance of, or breaches, any of its
covenants or agreements in Sections 3.06, 3.07, 3.08 or 3.09 of this
Indenture (other than a covenant or agreement a default in whose
performance or whose breach is elsewhere in this Section specifically
dealt with), and continuance of such default or breach for a period of 90
days after there has been given, by registered or certified mail, to the
Company by the Trustee or to the Company and the Trustee by the
holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the
outstanding Debt Securities, a written notice specifying such default or
breach and requiring it to be remedied and stating that such notice is a
³1RWLFHRI'HIDXOW´KHUHXQGHU . . . .
...
If an Event of Default occurs and is continuing with respect to the Debt
Securities, then, and in each and every such case, . . . either the Trustee
or the holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the
Debt Securities then outstanding hereunder . . . may declare the entire
principal of the Debt Securities and the interest accrued, but unpaid,
thereon, if any, to be due and payable immediately, and upon any such
declaration the same shall become immediately due and payable.

BBX Capital Section 5.01. Events of Default. 7KHIROORZLQJHYHQWVVKDOOEH³(YHQWV
Trust 2007 I(a) RI'HIDXOW´ZLWKUHVSHFWWR'HEW6HFXULWLHV
(JX 45)
...
(d) the Company defaults in the performance of, or breaches, any of its
covenants or agreements in Sections 3.06, 3.07, 3.08 or 3.09 of this
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Indenture (other than a covenant or agreement a default in whose
performance or whose breach is elsewhere in this Section specifically
dealt with), and continuance of such default or breach for a period of 30
days after there has been given, by registered or certified mail, to the
Company by the Trustee or to the Company and the Trustee by the
holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the
outstanding Debt Securities, a written notice specifying such default or
breach and requiring it to be remedied and stating that such notice is a
³1RWLFHRI'HIDXOW´KHUHXQGHU . . . .
...
If an Event of Default specified under clause (c) of this Section 5.01
occurs and is continuing with respect to the Debt Securities, then, and in
each and every such case, . . . either the Trustee or the holders of not less
than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the Debt Securities then
outstanding hereunder . . . may declare the entire principal of the Debt
Securities and any premium and interest accrued, but unpaid, thereon, if
any, to be due and payable immediately, and upon any such declaration
the same shall become immediately due and payable. . . .
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Section 5.01, if at any
time during the period in which this Indenture remains in force and
effect, the Company ceases or elects to cease to be subject to the
supervision and regulations of the Federal Reserve, OTS, OCC or
similar regulatory authority overseeing bank, thrift, savings and loan or
financial holding companies or similar institutions requiring
specifications for the treatment of capital similar in nature to the capital
adequacy guidelines under the Federal Reserve rules and regulations,
then the first sentence of this paragraph shall be deemed to include
clauses (a), (b) and (d) under this Section 5.01 as an Event of Default
resulting in an acceleration of payment of the Debt Securities to the
same extent as provided herein for clause (c).

BBX Capital Section 5.1. Events of Default. ³Event of Default,´ ZKHUHYHU XVHG
Trust 2007 II(a herein, means any one of the following events . . . :
(JX 55)
...
(c) the Company defaults in the performance of, or breaches, any of its
covenants or agreements in this Indenture or in the terms of the
Debentures established as contemplated in this Indenture (other than a
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covenant or agreement a default in whose performance or whose breach
is elsewhere in this Section specifically dealt with), and continuance of
such default or breach for a period of 60 days after there has been given,
by registered or certified mail, to the Company by the Trustee or to the
Company and the Trustee by the holders of at least 25% in aggregate
principal amount of the outstanding Debentures, a written notice
specifying such default or breach and requiring it to be remedied and
VWDWLQJWKDWVXFKQRWLFHLVD³1RWLFHRI'HIDXOW´KHUHXQGHU.
...
If an Event of Default under Section 5.1(b) or (c) occurs and is
continuing with respect to the Debentures, then, and in each and every
such case, unless the principal of the Debentures shall have already
become due and payable, either the Trustee or the holders of not less
than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the Debentures then
outstanding hereunder, by notice in writing to the Company (and to the
Trustee if given by Securityholders), may proceed to remedy the default
or breach thereunder by such appropriate judicial proceedings as the
Trustee or such holders shall deem most effectual to remedy the
defaulted covenant or enforce the provisions of this Indenture so
breached, either by suit in equity or by action at law, for damages or
otherwise.1

1

The acceleration language in this provision differs from the other Indentures, but
the parties did not advance any arguments on that basis.
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BBC Capital
Trust II
(JX 3)

Section 7.2 Collection of Indebtedness and Suits for Enforcement by
Trustee.
...
(d) . . . In case of an Event of Default hereunder, the Trustee may in its
discretion proceed to protect and enforce the rights vested in it by this
Indenture by such appropriate judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall
deem most effectual to protect and enforce any of such rights, either at
law or in equity or in bankruptcy or otherwise, whether for the specific
enforcement of any covenant or agreement contained in this Indenture or
in aid of the exercise of any power granted in this Indenture, or to
enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the Trustee by this
Indenture or by law.

BBC Capital
Trust V
(JX 8)

Section 5.3. Collection of Indebtedness and Suits for Enforcement by
Trustee.
...
(c) If an Event of Default with respect to Securities occurs and is
continuing, the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and
enforce its rights and the rights of the Holders of Securities by such
appropriate judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual
to protect and enforce any such rights, whether for the specific
enforcement of any covenant or agreement in this Indenture or in aid of
the exercise of any power granted herein, or to enforce any other proper
remedy.

BBC Capital
Trust VI
(JX 13)

Section 5.3. Collection of Indebtedness and Suits for Enforcement by
Trustee.
...
(c) If an Event of Default with respect to Securities occurs and is
continuing, the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and
enforce its rights and the rights of the Holders of Securities by such
appropriate judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual
to protect and enforce any such rights, whether for the specific
enforcement of any covenant or agreement in this Indenture or in aid of
the exercise of any power granted herein, or to enforce any other proper
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remedy.

BBC Capital
Trust IX
(JX 14)

Section 5.05. Proceedings by Trustee. In case of an Event of Default
hereunder the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and
enforce the rights vested in it by this Indenture by such appropriate
judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual to protect
and enforce any of such rights, either by suit in equity or by action at
law or by proceeding in bankruptcy or otherwise, whether for the
specific enforcement of any covenant or agreement contained in this
Indenture or in aid of the exercise of any power granted in this
Indenture, or to enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the
Trustee by this Indenture or by law.

BBC Capital
Trust XI
(JX 25)

Section 5.05. Proceedings by Trustee. In case of an Event of Default
hereunder the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and
enforce the rights vested in it by this Indenture by such appropriate
judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual to protect
and enforce any of such rights, either by suit in equity or by action at
law or by proceeding in bankruptcy or otherwise, whether for the
specific enforcement of any covenant or agreement contained in this
Indenture or in aid of the exercise of any power granted in this
Indenture, or to enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the
Trustee by this Indenture or by law.

BBC Capital
Trust XII
(JX 20)

Section 5.05. Proceedings by Trustee. In case of an Event of Default
hereunder the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and
enforce the rights vested in it by this Indenture by such appropriate
judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual to protect
and enforce any of such rights, either by suit in equity or by action at
law or by proceeding in bankruptcy or otherwise, whether for the
specific enforcement of any covenant or agreement contained in this
Indenture or in aid of the exercise of any power granted in this
Indenture, or to enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the
Trustee by this Indenture or by law.

BBX Capital
Trust 2007
I(a)
(JX 45)

Section 5.05. Proceedings by Trustee. In case of an Event of Default
hereunder the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and
enforce the rights vested in it by this Indenture by such appropriate
judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual to protect
and enforce any of such rights, either by suit in equity or by action at
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law or by proceeding in bankruptcy or otherwise, whether for the
specific enforcement of any covenant or agreement contained in this
Indenture or in aid of the exercise of any power granted in this
Indenture, or to enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the
Trustee by this Indenture or by law.

BBX Capital
Trust 2007
II(a)
(JX 55)

Section 5.5. Proceedings by Trustee. In case of an Event of Default
hereunder the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and
enforce the rights vested in it by this Indenture by such appropriate
judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual to protect
and enforce any of such rights, either by suit in equity or by action at
law or by proceeding in bankruptcy or otherwise, whether for the
specific enforcement of any covenant or agreement contained in this
Indenture or in aid of the exercise of any power granted in this
Indenture, or to enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the
Trustee by this Indenture or by law.
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